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NEWS RELEASE 
 
Hepburn Engineering secures contract to provide replenishment systems for 
Canada’s Joint Support Ships 
Toronto-based company to provide Replenishment-at-Sea systems for the Royal 
Canadian Navy’s new Joint Support Ships  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 13 August 2019 
North Vancouver, BC – Seaspan Shipyards (Seaspan) is pleased to announce that it has 
awarded Hepburn Engineering Inc. (Hepburn) of Toronto, ON, a contract for work on Canada’s 
new Joint Support Ships. 
 
Hepburn will provide four Replenishment Stations for the Joint Support Ships, which will allow 
the vessels to transfer fuel, fresh water, and solid goods to and from other vessels. These 
Replenishment-at-Sea (RAS) systems will be fully compatible with NATO standards, thereby 
allowing the JSS to resupply and refuel Canadian and allied task force ships at sea, 
considerably extending their range of operations.  
 
Hepburn is recognized as a world leader in the development, design and manufacture of RAS 
systems and has the most advanced digital control systems on the market. Hepburn is 100% 
Canadian owned and operated and has been providing these systems to navies worldwide for 
over half a century. As the only Canadian company designing and supplying such systems, 
Hepburn has built a global reputation based on the safety, performance, reliability, durability and 
ease of use of the equipment. This contract will support and sustain the creation of high quality 
mechanical, electrical and software engineering jobs here in Canada as well as highly skilled 
Canadian manufacturing jobs. 
 
With its work under the NSS, Seaspan has issued more than $935M in committed contracts to 
approximately 630 Canadian companies. By building ships for the Canadian Coast Guard 
(CCG) and the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) in Canada, Seaspan is helping to re-establish a 
sustainable marine industry here. As the company continues to make progress on its NSS 
commitments, this supply chain will grow as more Canadian companies realize new 
opportunities with a revitalized shipbuilding industry. It is through its work on the NSS that 
Seaspan is directly and indirectly helping to employ thousands of Canadians from coast to 
coast. 
 
QUOTES 
 
“This contract award is helping Seaspan Shipyards meet its economic benefit obligations to 
Canada on the Joint Support Ships Contract. The Industrial and Technological Benefits Policy 
helps create jobs and foster economic growth by requiring the company to undertake high 
value-added business activities and investments in Canada equal to the value of their contract.” 
 
The Honourable Carla Qualtrough, Minister of Public Services and Procurement and 
Accessibility  
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“The partnership between Seaspan Shipyards and Hepburn Engineering demonstrates how 
defence procurement supports the growth of our innovative small and medium businesses. This 
investment will create good jobs for Canadians while providing the Royal Canadian Navy with 
the tools they need to succeed.”  

The Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development 
 
 
“Seaspan Shipyards is pleased to announce a major contract award for Hepburn Engineering to 
provide the Replenishment-at-Sea systems for the Joint Support Ships. The work taking place 
at Hepburn is indicative of the world class standard of products and services that Canadian 
companies are able to competitively deliver as part of the broader shipbuilding industry. As a 
result of contract awards like these the National Shipbuilding Strategy is creating well-paid, 
highly skilled jobs and supporting economic growth from coast to coast.” 

 
Mark Lamarre, Chief Executive Officer, Seaspan Shipyards  

 

 

“On behalf of Hepburn Engineering Inc. I am pleased to announce that we will be providing the 
Replenishment-at-Sea systems for the Royal Canadian Navy’s new Joint Support Ships 
currently under construction at Seaspan’s Vancouver Shipyards. Hepburn has been the supplier 
of RAS equipment to the Canadian Navy for more than 50 years. Hepburn is proud to be a 
100% Canadian owned and operated company with a reputation for providing quality 
replenishment systems to navies around the world.”  

 
John Hepburn, President, Hepburn Engineering Inc. 

 
 
QUICK FACTS 

• Seaspan operates three yards with a combined workforce of over 2,300 people across 

its yards in North Vancouver & Victoria. 

• To date, Seaspan has awarded over $935M in contracts to approximately 630 Canadian 

companies. 

• Hepburn Engineering, based in Toronto, has been providing solids, liquids and dual 

solids/liquids RAS systems to navies worldwide for over 50 years. 

• Hepburn has been the supplier of RAS equipment and support services to the Royal 

Canadian Navy for more than 50 years. 

 
ASSOCIATED WEBLINKS  
Seaspan Shipyards and Shipbuilding Partners Celebrate Start of Construction on Canada’s 
Joint Support Ships 
Hepburn Engineering Inc. 
National Shipbuilding Strategy (NSS) 
Seaspan’s National Shipbuilding Strategy website 
 

https://www.seaspan.com/seaspan-shipyards-shipbuilding-partners-celebrate-start-construction-canadas-joint-support-ships
https://www.seaspan.com/seaspan-shipyards-shipbuilding-partners-celebrate-start-construction-canadas-joint-support-ships
https://www.hepeng.com/
https://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/app-acq/amd-dp/mer-sea/sncn-nss/index-eng.html
https://nss.seaspan.com/
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

Twitter: @MoreThanShips  
LinkedIn: Seaspan ULC 
Instagram: @SeaspanULC 
 
 
ABOUT SEASPAN SHIPYARDS 
With operations in North Vancouver and Victoria, Seaspan Shipyards is a leader in Canada’s 
shipbuilding and ship repair industry. With modern facilities and a dedicated workforce, the 
company has proven itself to be a reliable partner on a range of complex projects for both 
government and the private sector.  
 
Seaspan Shipyards is proud to be Canada’s chosen non-combat shipbuilder under the National 
Shipbuilding Strategy (NSS). In this capacity, the company is building state-of-the-art ships in 
Canada for the Canadian Coast Guard and Royal Canadian Navy. Through its NSS-related 
work, Seaspan Shipyards is creating jobs, generating economic benefits and rebuilding 
Canada’s shipbuilding and marine industries. 
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Seaspan Shipyards  
Kris Neely 
Manager, Public Affairs 
Office: 604-984-1592 
kris.neely@seaspan.com   
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