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NEWS RELEASE 
 

Chief Operating Officer named for Seaspan Shipyards  
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 3 July 2018 
North Vancouver, BC – Seaspan Shipyards (Seaspan) is pleased to announce the appointment 
of Jari Anttila as Chief Operating Officer (COO). With more than 25 years of experience in 
shipbuilding and industrial operations, Mr. Anttila will bring significant industry knowledge to this 
newly created role.  
“As Canada’s long-term partner under the National Shipbuilding Strategy and a leader in the 
shipbuilding and marine industries, Seaspan Shipyards is committed to attracting and 
developing the best talent,” said Brian Carter, President and Chief Executive Officer – Seaspan 
Shipyards. “Jari’s experience in shipbuilding will make him a valuable part of Seaspan’s team as 
we continue to deliver on our commitments to both government and commercial sector clients.” 
Joining Seaspan from Philly Shipyard Inc. where he served as Senior Vice President, Mr. Anttila 
has considerable experience in successfully leading organizations through large shipbuilding 
projects. Prior to joining Philly Shipyards Inc., he held positions as Executive Vice President, 
Chief Operating Officer and Senior Vice President with Meyer Turku and its predecessors in 
Finland. Mr. Anttila has contributed to the successful delivery of dozens of vessels. 
At Seaspan, he will drive organizational excellence and operational efficiency by ensuring that 
the necessary controls, procedures, and systems are in place. Based at Vancouver Shipyards, 
Mr. Anttila will concentrate on ensuring that its work under the National Shipbuilding Strategy 
(NSS) is successfully completed, as well as assist in developing a strategic plan to advance the 
growth and diversification of Seaspan Shipyards.  
“Seaspan Shipyards has a reputation for excellence and I look forward to working with the more 
than 2,000 people it employs,” noted Mr. Anttila, incoming COO – Seaspan Shipyards. “The 
company is leading the redevelopment of Canada’s shipbuilding industry and I am excited to be 
a part of this dynamic organization.” 
Reporting directly to the President & CEO of Seaspan Shipyards, the COO will play a key role 
as part of the Executive Leadership Team. The new COO position further demonstrates 
Seaspan’s evolution as the long-term, non-combat shipbuilder for the Government of Canada. 
“Thanks to our work under the National Shipbuilding Strategy and our many projects for 
commercial and government customers, Seaspan Shipyards has realized tremendous growth. 
With the addition of Mr. Anttila to our Executive Leadership Team we are setting our company 
up for long-term success and ensuring that our organization can deliver on our commitments,” 
added Mr. Carter.  
Mr. Anttila arrives at a crucial time for Seaspan: Last year the company launched the first large 
ship to have been designed and built under the NSS – the future CCGS Sir John Franklin. In 
June of this year, start of construction was celebrated on Canada’s Joint Support Ships (JSS). 
These milestones demonstrate the significant progress being made on Seaspan’s NSS-related 
commitments which Mr. Anttila will play a crucial role in furthering. In addition, design and 
engineering work is ongoing for the Offshore Oceanographic Science Vessel. 
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ABOUT SEASPAN SHIPYARDS 
With strategic locations in the Pacific Northwest region, Seaspan Shipyards is Canada’s West 
Coast centre of excellence for shipbuilding and ship repair. With modern facilities and a 
dedicated workforce, the company has proven itself to be a reliable partner on a range of 
complex projects for both government and the private sector. 
 
Seaspan Shipyards is proud to be Canada’s chosen Non-Combat Shipbuilder under the 
National Shipbuilding Strategy. In this capacity, the company is building state-of-the-art ships in 
Canada for the Canadian Coast Guard and Royal Canadian Navy. Through its NSS-related 
work, Seaspan Shipyards is creating jobs, generating economic benefits and rebuilding 
Canada’s shipbuilding and marine industries. 
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