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For Immediate Release 

Wednesday, August 8, 2012  

MEDIA RELEASE: SEASPAN VESSELS TO MOOR AT OGDEN POINT 

15-Year Agreement For Dock And Workshop Space  

Victoria, British Columbia:  The picturesque Unity Mural on the Ogden Point breakwater will soon look  

upon a new float and several working tugs. Greater Victoria Harbour Authority (GVHA) has signed a 15-

year lease with Seaspan Marine Corporation for water and upland space at Ogden Point. 

The agreement includes more than 8,500 ft2 of water area for a dock and gangway to moor Seaspan tugs 

on the inside of the breakwater, a 2,500 ft2 section of the Pier A warehouse to use as a workshop for 

repairing and maintaining vessels, and a parking area for Seaspan employees. 

The initial five year term runs from August 1, 2012 to July 31, 2017, with two five-year renewal options. 

“We are very excited to be moving in to this great location at Ogden Point,” said Robert Hedley, Senior 

Vice President of Marine Operations at Seaspan. “Vancouver Island and Victoria, in particular, have a 

deep maritime heritage.  We enjoy great relationships with GVHA, the Pacific Pilotage Authority and 

other long term customers.  This new operations base for our tugs reflects Seaspan’s commitment to 

servicing the marine industry and the community for many years to come.” 

Curtis Grad, GVHA President and CEO, noted that Seaspan’s move to Ogden Point represents an 

excellent step forward in the continued diversification of marine activity on the site.  

“Tug service is critical to the long-term sustainability of our working harbour. We look forward to 

hosting Seaspan’s working vessels which will help in maintaining a healthy and thriving marine industry 

in Victoria.”  
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Three tugs will find a home at the new Ogden Point floats – the Seaspan Foam, Charles H. Cates IV and 

Charles H. Cates XX. The tugs are used for ship docking and barge work in Victoria and Esquimalt 

harbours.  

Golder and Associates is overseeing the environmental protection measures of the dock installation on the 

inside of the breakwater. They conducted tests of water turbidity and underwater sound from pile-driving 

to limit the impact to fish and marine mammals. 

The warehouse space will allow Seaspan staff to perform regular maintenance and store supplies for the 

vessels. 

 

Greater Victoria Harbour Authority (GVHA) is a not-for-profit corporation governed by a local Board of 

Directors. It owns and operates deep water, marina and upland holdings throughout Victoria’s harbour 

including the large vessel Ogden Point port facility, Victoria’s renowned Fisherman’s Wharf, and the 

inner harbour’s luxury yacht and marine tourism facility at Ship Point. GVHA’s vision is a harbour where 

people live, learn, work and play; a spectacular gateway into Victoria’s past and into its future, 

monumental in look and feel, linking communities and all people together.  

 

Seaspan ULC is an association of Canadian companies primarily involved in coastal marine 

transportation, shipdocking/ship escort, ship repair and shipbuilding services in Western North America. 

In addition to the marine transportation services offered directly through Seaspan, commercial ferry, 

shipyard and bunkering services are provided via affiliate companies: Marine Petrobulk, Seaspan Ferries, 

Vancouver Drydock, Vancouver Shipyards and Victoria Shipyards. The scope of Seaspan’s services, the 

quality of its employees and over a century of successful participation in coastal commerce, make the 

company a major partner in the economy of the Pacific Northwest. For further information please visit 

www.seaspan.com. 
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