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REPORT

Seaspan took interest in the recent federal government release of a Request  
for Information (RFI) for the Canadian Coast Guard’s (CCG) interim emergency 
towing and icebreaking capability. This need is borne out of significant  
under-investment in CCG vessel capability for the past 25 years which  
has resulted in an aged fleet operating well beyond its best before date.

Without compromise to the National Shipbuilding Strategy (NSS), the 
Government has said that competitively-selected interim service providers  
of existing commercial capability might be a capacity gap-filler while the  
CCG manages its long-term fleet renewal program through Seaspan’s 
Vancouver Shipyards. 

Seaspan ULC is currently studying the RFI to determine how it can best  
support the CCG’s needs across our various companies. However, only a  
 

long-term, all-party, commitment to NSS and adequate funding of its  
programs will provide a sustainable remedy for the Coast Guard. 

Please let us know if you have any questions or comments on our work or 
on the contents of this newsletter by e-mailing Tim Page, Vice President – 
Government Relations, Seaspan Shipyards at: tpage@seaspan.com.

Sincerely,

Brian Carter 
President, Seaspan Shipyards

*If you do not wish to receive this publication in the future, please let Tim know. 

President’s Message

Offshore Oceanographic 
Science Vessel (OOSV) 
Design and Early 
Procurement
Seaspan’s industrial partners are working alongside 
us to mature the basic design work of the OOSV. 
BC-based VARD is focused on the vessel’s structure 
and mechanical systems centered on CCG design 
direction. Thales, from Ontario, is working to define 
the vessel’s science mission requirements. At the 
same time, Seaspan has RFIs in the marketplace to 
select systems integrators for the vessel’s propulsion 
system, science and deck machinery, IPMS, HVAC 
and electrical systems.

As of November 7, Russell Davison, most recently 
with BAE in Britain and with significant shipbuilding 

Offshore Fisheries 
Science Vessel (OFSV) 
Build Program
Since our last newsletter, progress on the 
construction of the first Offshore Fisheries Science 
Vessel (OFSV) has become visibly apparent as 
more and more of its 37 separate blocks are being 
brought together. Hard work and the concerted 
efforts of a passionate local trades’ workforce and 
industrial partners from Ontario, Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia, Quebec and British Columbia are all 
playing a part in the building of our first CCG vessel 
and in the maturing of our shipyard.

Construction on the second OFSV vessel is 
applying lessons learned from the first OFSV and, 
to date, we have seen a 21 percent reduction in 
production time as a consequence.
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experience - assumed responsibility for OOSV program management and for 
the Polar Icebreaker program. George Horel, who has been with Seaspan for 
three and a half years, after finishing his career at the Coast Guard as Regional 
Director, Integrated Technical Services Pacific Region, continues to provide 
support to the OOSV team. 

Joint Support Ships (JSS) for the Royal Canadian Navy (RCN)

Government approval was given in August for Seaspan to undertake, in 
collaboration with the RCN, major design and production engineering work  
for the RCN’s Joint Support Ships.  

That work, expected to officially begin in December, will take the TKMS ship 
design, modify it to Canadian requirements and prepare it through a 3-D model 
for production at Vancouver Shipyards. This is a significant milestone for the  
JSS program.

ISED Deputy Minister Knubley Receives NSS Economic Benefits Update

John Knubley, Deputy Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development Canada, visited Vancouver Shipyards on November 9, giving 
us an opportunity to update him on Seaspan’s NSS work and the economic 
benefits that are flowing across the country from the early days of the 
program. To date, 400 Canadian suppliers have contributed to Seaspan’s 
Coast Guard and Canadian Navy programs at an estimated contract value of 
close to $300 million. These numbers will continue to increase as the NSS 
program grows from Canada’s West Coast. Back in 2012 when NSS began, 
VSY had about 100 tradespeople working in the shipyard; today we have 
over 525. We have 38 apprentices currently at VSY - 47% of which are of 
First Nation’s decent and 23% are women. Back in 2012, we employed 23 
shipbuilding professionals and office staff; today, 365 engineers, planners, 
estimators, program and production managers, and other office staff owe 
their livelihoods to NSS at Vancouver Shipyards alone.

VSY Welcomes Admiral Lloyd, 
Commander of the Canadian Navy 
Admiral Lloyd’s November 10 visit to VSY, accompanied by Capt (N) Chi Tung 
Chan (Honorary) provided a timely opportunity for Jonathan Whitworth, CEO 
– Seaspan, Brian Carter, President – Seaspan Shipyards, and Andrew Hale, 
Program Director – Joint Support Ships, to discuss the NSS program in general 
and JSS progress in particular.

Central Agencies meet with  
Seaspan Executives
On November 7 at VSY, members of Seaspan’s Executive Team met with 
representatives from the Treasury Board Secretariat, Department of Finance and 
senior management from NSS partner departments DND, PSPC, ISED and the 
Canadian Coast Guard. The purpose of the meeting was to demonstrate NSS 
progress to Central Agencies and discuss how VSY and the federal government 
can work together to improve program cost, schedule and risk. Implicit in the 
meeting was the desire to find the right balance between appropriate program 
oversight on behalf of Canadian taxpayers, constructive and collaborative 
engagement with our Coast Guard and Navy customers and too much due diligence 
that can slow decision making and increase cost, schedule and program risks.

Canada’s Shipbuilding Expert Visits VSY

Steve Brunton, Canada’s shipbuilding expert, spent November 22 with  
members of Seaspan’s Executive Team as part of his responsibilities to the 
federal government’s National Shipbuilding Strategy. Mr. Brunton’s advice to 
Canada has been helpful to the NSS program and to managing expectations in 
Ottawa about the risks and realities associated with new shipbuilding programs 
around the world. As VSY is no exception to the rule, Mr. Brunton’s visit provided 
him with full visibility into our program and the successes we have achieved 
and the growing pains we are experiencing in the early years of what we believe 
will be 20-30 years of sustained West Coast NSS shipbuilding work for our 
tradesmen and women.

Minister Morneau’s Fall Economic Update is Good News for the West 
Coast Cruise Ship Repair Business 

Minister of Finance Bill Morneau’s commitment to introducing work permit 
exemptions for Temporary Foreign Worker terms of less than 30 days has been 
well received by Seaspan’s Victoria Shipyards (VSL). VSL has been the primary 
service provider to foreign cruise ships for their seasonal repair and maintenance 
business on the West Coast of North America for the past 20 years. A typical 
docking lasts approximately two weeks and engages up to 500 local tradesmen 
and women with around-the-clock work to provide below–deck and exterior 
repairs to vessels.
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